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(57) Abstract 

The invention relates to equipment for making a hole or cavity formation in a curved or planar wall element and for cutting out a 
disc-shaped piece of material fitting the hole or cavity formation. The equipment (10) comprises a frame (12) with means (18, 20) for 
fixing it on the wall element, and a carriage (32) displaceably mounted in a first linear direction. A slide (56) is mounted to be displaceable 
perpendicular to the first linear direction and carries a tool unit (60). The carriage (32) has wheel sets (34), which are biased against 
the wall element, the wheel sets (34) being pivotable and displaceably mounted on a respective guide slide (42), which is mounted to be 
displaceable in said first linear direction. 
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Equipment for cutting a hole or cavity formation in a curved or flat wall 
ete||^ °^ ™^t e r4'al#iittu'n(g^t'li 



5 The present invention relates in general to equipment for cutting a hole or cavity 

formation in a curved or flat wall element, and relates primarily, but not exclusively, 
to preferably portable equipment for cutting a hole or cavity formation in a curved, 
relatively thin-walled element. 

10 It has previously been quite difficult, if at all possible, to perform, with great 

precision, reliable repairs of damage to shell structures having a curved surface, 
especially in the field. This is, for example, the case when damage has occurred to a 
wing or a fuselage of an airplane. Due to the fact that the outer wall of the structural 
components of the airplane are often curved along a single axis and can consist of 

15 composite material, special requirements are placed on the precision and geometry, 
not only in making a new larger hole or cavity about the damage but also when 
making new disc-shaped pieces of material which must fit precisely into the cut- 
out hole or cavity. 

20 One purpose of the present invention is to suggest equipment which makes possible 
cutting of a well-defined hole or cavity formation in a curved wall element, where 
the hole is of arbitrary configuration and a suitable joint arrangement, for example, 
a step joint with the desired geometry. The equipment according to the invention 
must also make possible creating a plurality of screw or rivet holes in a desired 

25 closely spaced hole distribution around wall damage and creating a corresponding 
hole distribution around a disc-shaped repair patch, intended to overlap the damage, 

r 

without the aid of special templates or drill bushings. 

For this purpose, the equipment described by way of introduction is characterized 
30 according to the invention in that it comprises a frame with means mounted thereon 
for fixing the frame to the wall element; first rectilinear, parallel guide means fixed 
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in the frame for guiding a respective support means of a carriage displaceably 
mounted in the frame in a first linear direction, said support means having slide 
or roller elements intended to be in contact with the surface of the wall element and 
facilitate the movement of the carriage thereon in the first linear direction; second 
5 rectilinear, parallel guide means connecting respective support means to each other; 
a slide which is displaceably mounted on the second guide means in a second linear 
direction substantially perpendicular to the first linear direction, said slide being 
disposed to carry a tool unit for cutting a hole or cavity formation in the wall 
element; a guide slide which is displaceably mounted on cooperating first guide 

10 means and is joined to a respective support means in such a manner that the support 
means is, firstly, pivotally mounted relative to the guide slide about a pivot axis 
parallel to said second guide means, and, secondly, is displaceably mounted relative 
to the guide slide in a direction normal to the surface of the wall element against 
which the slide or roller element of the support means are intended to be in contact; 

15 and means arranged to bias each support means with its slide or roller element 

against the surface of the wall element. Such an arrangement makes it possible to 
anchor the frame in such a manner over the damage to the wall element that the 
carriage and the tool unit carried thereon can be made to follow the curvature of the 
wall element with the operating axis of the tool unit always oriented perpendicular 

20 to the surface of the curved wall element. 

In order to facilitate guiding and limiting the movement of the tool unit over the 
wall element, the frame is suitably arranged to support a template having a cam 
surface with a profile corresponding to the perimeter of the hole or cavity which is 
25 to be cut into the wall element. The slide, or the tool unit carried thereon, has a 

component in the form of a camjbllower designed to move in contact with the cam 
surface. 

The equipment is preferably so dimensioned and designed so as to be portable and 
30 is suitable for use in the field. The carriage and the slide with the tool unit mounted 
thereon can thus be manually operated for cutting the hole or cavity, with the cam 
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follower in contact with the cam surface of the template. By virtue of the fact that 
the frame can be fixed to the wall element in any plane orientation, the operator 
does not need to carry any portion of the weight of the equipment when it is used. 
The equipment permits working close to edges and impediments, e.g. mountings on 
5 an airplane wing. 

According to another aspect of the invention, the above described equipment, 
possibly with certain components modified or excluded, can also be used for cutting 
disc-shaped pieces of material (repair patches), the peripheral shape of which exact- 

10 ly corresponding to that of the hole or cavity in the wall element, as well as repair 
patches, which are to overlap a damaged section and be fixed in place with screws 
or rivets onto the damaged wall element. The frame itself need to have its fixing 
means mounted on a surface having essentially the same curvature profile as the 
wall element where the hole or cavity has been cut out. Rather, it is only necessary 

15 in this case that the carriage with its support means be arranged to run on such a 
corresponding profile surface, which can suitably also form the subsurface for the 
sheet of material from which the disc is to be cut. The frame can be placed in an 
underframe which is in turn supported on a solid subsurface. The tool unit used 
consists in this case of a cutting unit, such as a cutting wheel, a laser knife, a water 

20 jet nozzle or the like. 

Other features of the equipment according to the invention are disclosed in the 
accompanying dependent claims. 

25 The invention will be described in more detail below with reference to the 
accompanying drawings, in which: 

Figure 1 is a side view of equipment according to the present invention, 
fixed on a curved surface; 

30 Figure 2 is a plan view of the equipment in Fig. 1; 
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Figure 3 is a sectioned side view of a wheel set for a carriage linearly movable 
in the frame and biased against the subsurface; 

Figure 4 is an end view of a portion of the equipment according to the 
invention where a tool unit cooperates with a cam surface of 
a hole-cutting template; 

Figure 5 is a plan view of a hole-cutting template in the form of a leaf 
diaphragm; 

Figure 6 is a plan view of equipment according to the invention in which 

intersecting ruler elements are used to form a hole-cutting template; 
and 



15 Figure 7 shows an embodiment of the equipment according to the invention, 

where a positional indicator is coordinated with the carriage and 
a slide displaceable transverse thereto. 

With reference to the drawings and in particular Figs. 1 and 2, equipment generally 
20 designated 10 is shown, which makes possible simple and precise cutting of a hole 
or cavity formation in an underlying single-curved or flat piece of material. The 
equip-ment is primarily, but not exclusively, intended to be used in the field for 
repairing damage to wall elements of shell structures, e.g. single-curved wall 
elements, such as surface sections of wings or parts of aiiplanes. Such wall elements 
25 in modern airplanes are often single-curved and can consist of composite material, 
which 
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places special tolerance requirements on both cutting of new holes or cavities 
around an existing dsfn&gid area and cutting of one or more mw^^^^ggB^^ 
which must fit exactly and be fixed in the hole or cavity. The equipment 10 
suggested according to the invention makes possible such a simplified exact cutting 
5 of holes and cutting of new pieces of material to fit therein. 

The equipment 10 consists in principle of a frame 12 which has the shape of a 
rectangular frame 12 with opposite pairs of lateral frame beams 14 and 16 respec- 
tively. In each of the lateral frame beams 12 there are adjustably mounted a pair of 

10 frame-fixing means 18 having suction cups 20, each means 18 being supported in a 
respective holder 22, which is releasably fixable and movable laterally. The means 
1 8 can be fixed in said holder 22 by means of locking means 24, 26 so that the 
longitudinal axis of the means 18 is kept oriented essentially normal to the curved 
(or planar) surface 28 on which the frame 12 is to be fixed over an existing damaged 

15 area or where a hole or cavity is to be cut for some other reason. 

At the end portions of the lateral frame beams 16 there are fixed a pair of first 
parallel guide means in the form of guides 30 for linear guiding of a carriage 32. 
The carriage 32 comprises wheel sets 34 cooperating with individual guides 30. 
20 The wheel sets 34 are joined to each other by means of a pair of second parallel 
guides 36 oriented perpendicular to the first guides 30 % 

Each wheel set 34 has a pair of rollers or wheels 38 spaced in the direction of 
movement of the carriage 32, in contact with the surface 28 of the wall element 

25 in which a hole or cavity is to be cut. As can be seen in Fig. 3, the wheel set 34 is 
pivotally mounted via a pin 40 in a guide slide 42 which is displaceably guided on 
the guide 30 and can be locked thereto by means of a lock knob 44. The wheel set 
34 is also limitedly displaceably mounted relative to the guide slide 42, perpendicu- 
lar to the surface 28 on which the wheels 38 roll by virtue of the fact that the pin 40 

30 fixed in the slide 42 is displaceably guided in a slot 46 (Fig. 1) in the wheel set 34. 
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In order to keep the wheels 38 of the wheel sets 34 in contact with the surface 28, 
regardless of whether the frame 12 is fixed above a surface as shown in Fig. 1 or is 
fixed suspended on the underside of a surface to be cut, the wheel set 34 is kept 
pressed against the surface 28 by means of a tensile spring 48, which is fixed at 50 
centrally between the pin 40 in the guide slide 42 and an adjustable anchoring 
element 52 in the upper portion of the wheel set 34. The guide slides 42 on the 
guides 30 are joined to each other by means of a transverse rod 54 (Figs. 3 and 4). 

A slide 56 is displaceably mounted on the transverse second guides 35. A holder 58 
is arranged on a slide 56 to vertically fix a schematically indicated tool unit 60 
supporting a tool 62, e.g. a chip-cutting tool, a high-pressure nozzle, a laser imple- 
ment or the like, for the desired cutting of the wall element on which the frame 12 
is mounted. The slide 56, like the wheel sets 34, can be locked to its guides 36 
by means of a lock knob 63 (Figs. 2 and 4). The tool unit 60 can, for example, 
comprise a high-speed pneumatic turbine motor when using chip-cutting tools. 

The frame 12 also supports a template or stencil 64, which forms a cam surface 66 
for guiding a cam follower 68 on the tool unit 60. When circular holes or cavities 
are to be cut in the wall element, it is suitable to use a template in the form of pivot- 
ing diaphragm leaves 70 (Fig. 5) arranged in the form of a ring. The diameter of the 
central hole 72 of the diaphragm can be varied by pivoting the leaves 70 with the 
aid of an operating pin 74 via a pivot mechanism (not shown). 

If the holes or cavities are to have another peripheral shape, e.g. a square or triangle, 
instead of the diaphragm leaves 70 a system of intersecting rulers 76, 78 can be 
used, which are displaceable and pivotable on a pair of guide rods 80 and 82, 
respectively, as shown in Fig. 6. 

As can be seen in Fig. 7, positional indicators 84 and 86, respectively, can be 
coupled to the carriage 32 and the slide 56, respectively, to provide the positional 
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coordinates for the tool 62, especially in those cases where a plurality of screw or 
rivet holes are to be made in a wall element and where corresponding holes are to be 
made in a disc-shaped piece of material, which is to provisionally cover a damaged 
area on the wall element. Since it is difficult to achieve sharp edges in the composite 
5 material often used in modem aircraft for making screw holes or rivet holes, a cut- 
ting technique is required where the cutting tool rotating about its central axis is at 
the same time subjected to an oscillating or circular movement about another axis, 
to provide low cutting forces, good quality of the hole and ease of chip removal. 

10 A dust and chip vacuum means, the outside of which is suitably formed by the 
above mentioned cam follower 68, can be co-ordinated with the tool unit 60. 
This assures good chip removal when cutting holes and cavities. 

The above described equipment can, as mentioned in the preamble to the description 
15 and as will be evident from the attached claims 16-26, also be used to cut out pieces 
of material, the peripheries of which precisely corresponding to the holes or cavities 
cut into the wall element by means of the described equipment. For this purpose it 
is required that the material, from which the pieces are to be cut, be placed on a sub- 
strate which is preferably made with a profile surface corresponding to that of the 
20 cut hole or cavity. The material can be a sheet or web of material fixed to the sup- 
porting surface. The wheel set 34 of the carnage 32 must then be able to run on the 
profiled supporting surface. The fixing means 18 not necessarily need to be anchor- 
ed on the profiled supporting surface. Rather, they can rest on an adjacent flat sup- 
porting surface, or, alternatively, not be used at all, if the frame 12 is coupled to 
25 another frame set up on the supporting surface at the cutting location. The tool unit 
has in this case a cutting tool, e.g. a cutting wheel, a water jet nozzle or a laser 
knife. 

The equipment 10 according to the invention is designed to be used in the following 
30 manner for cutting holes or cavities. 
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For repairing in the field, for example, a damaged portion of a single-curved wall 
portion of an airplane wing, the frame 12 is centered over the damaged portion and 
is fixed in place by means of the fixing means 18 and the suction cups 20. The cam 
follower 68 of the tool unit 60 is brought into contact with the cam surface 66 of the 
5 template 64, and the tool 62 of the tool unit 60 is then brought to the desired cutting 
depth. The slide 56 can then be manually moved along the cam surface 66 of the 
template 64, to cut a circular hole, for example. Preferably, the hole is cut in such a 
manner that a step-shaped hole edge surface is formed, which provides a stronger 
joint. Alternatively, a provisional repair with an overlapping patch can be used with 
10 a plurality of small holes for rivets or screws. 

The equipment 10 can then, as described above, be used to cut, in a corresponding 
manner, one or more disc-shaped complementary pieces of material which precisely 
fit the hole or cavity in the wall of the wing. For composite material, a plurality of 
15 thin pieces of material are suitably cut out which are then glued together or other- 
wise assembled to form an integrated piece of material for placement and fixing in 
the hole cut. For provisional repair with an overlapping repair patch, rivet or screw 
holes are cut therein corresponding to the holes in the wall element, with the aid of 
the positional indicators 84, 86. 



20 



Within the scope of the invention it is also possible to use the equipment for 
repairing all types of curved glass or plastic sheets or panes. For example, it is 
possible to repair airplane windshields and cockpits. 
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Claims 

1. Equipment (10) for cutting a hole or cavity in a curved or planar wall element, 
characterized by 

a) a frame (12) with means (18,20) mounted thereon for fixing the frame (12) to 
the wall element; 

b) first rectilinear, parallel guide means (30) fixed in the frame (12) for guiding a 
respective support means (34) of a carriage (32) displaceably mounted in the 
frame in a first linear direction, said support means (34) having slide or roller 
elements (38) intended to be in contact with the surface (28) of the wall element 
and facilitate the movement of the carriage (32) thereon in the first linear direc- 
tion; 

c) second rectilinear, parallel guide means (36) connecting the respective support 
means (34) to each other; 

d) a slide (56) which is displaceably mounted on the second guide means (36) in 
a second linear direction substantially perpendicular to the first linear direction* 
said slide (56) being disposed to carry a tool unit (60) for cutting a hole or cavity 
formation in the wall element; 

e) a guide slide (42) which is displaceably mounted on cooperating first guide 
means (30) and is joined to a respective support means (34) in such a manner 
that the support means is, firstly, pivotally mounted relative to the guide slide 
(42) about a pivot axis (40) parallel to said second guide means (36), and, 
secondly, is displaceably mounted relative to the guide slide (42) in a direction 
normal to the surface (28) of the wall element against which the slide or roller 
elements (38) of the support means are intended to be in contact; and 

f) a means (48) arranged to bias each support means (34) with its slide or roller 
element (38) against the surface (28) of the wall element. 

2. Equipment according to Claim 1, characterized in that the frame (12) is arranged 
to support a template (64) which has a cam surface (66) with a profile corresponding 
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to the peripheral configuration of the hole or cavity to be cut in the wall element, 
said slide (56) or the tool unit (60) carried thereon having a portion in the form of 
a cam follower (68) designed to be in contact with the cam surface (66). 

3. Equipment according to Claim 2, characterized in that the cam surface (66) of 
the template (64) is formed by a ring of pivotable diaphragm leaves (70). 

4. Equipment according to Claim 2, characterized in that the cam surfaces of the 
template (64) are formed by adjustable intersecting ruler elements (76,78). 



5. Equipment according to one of Claims 1 - 4, characterized in that at least one 
of the support means (34) supports wheels or rollers (38) spaced in the direction 
of movement of the carriage. 

6. Equipment according to one of Claims 1 - 5, characterized in that the support 
means (34) are pivotable and limitedly displaceably mounted on their respective 
guide slide (42) via a pin and slot mechanism (40,46). 

7. Equipment according to one of Claims 1 - 6, characterized in that the biasing 
means (48) consists of a spring element acting between the" guide slide (42) and the 
support means (34). 

8. Equipment according to Claim 7, characterized in that the spring element (48) is 
a tensile spring fixed centrally between the guide slide (42) and the support means 



9. Equipment according to Claim 8, characterized in that the tension in the tensile 
spring element (48) can be set by means of a means (52) for moving the anchoring 
point (50) of the spring element in the support means (34). 



10 



25 



(34). 
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10 



15 



20 



10. Equipment according to one of Claims 1 - 9, characterized in that the means for 



1 1. Equipment according to one of Claims 1-10, characterized in that the means 
(18, 20) for fixing the frame (12) on the wall element are pivotally fixed to the 
frame (12). 

12. Equipment according to one of Claims 1-11, characterized in that means (84, 
86) for indicating the positional coordinates of the tool unit are coordinated with the 
carriage (32) and the slide (56). 

13. Equipment according to one of Claims 1-12, characterized in that a means 
(44 and 63 resp.) is coordinated with at least one of the support means (34) and with 
the slide (56) for locking the carriage (32) and the slide (56), respectively, to their 
respective guide means (30 and 36 resp.)* 

14. Equipment according to one of Claims 1-13, characterized in that the tool unit 
(60) comprises a chip-cutting tool (62). 

15. Equipment according to Claim 14, characterized in that the tool unit is 
arranged to rotate the tool about its center axis and at the same time rotate the center 
axis in a circular movement about another axis essentially parallel to the center axis. 

16. Equipment (10) for cutting out a disc-shaped piece of material from a web of 
material or a sheet of material, characterized by 

a) a frame (12) arranged to be fixed on a solid supporting surface; 

b) first rectilinear, parallel guide means (30), fixed in the frame (12) for guiding 
a respective supporting means (34) of a carriage (32) displaceably mounted in 
the frame in a first linear direction, said supporting means (34) having slide or 




BNSDOCID: <WO 9729953A1. I > 



WO 97/29953 PCT/SE97/00164 

12 

roller elements (38) intended to be in contact with a profile surface and facilitate 
the movement of the carriage (32) thereon in a first linear direction; 
c) second rectilinear, parallel guide means (36) joining together the respective 
support means (34); 

3 d) a slide (56), which is mounted on the second guide means (36) to be displaceable 
in a second linear direction substantially perpendicular to the first linear direc- 
tion, said slide (56) being arranged to carry a tool unit (60) for cutting out a disc- 
shaped piece of material from the web of material or the sheet of material; 

e) a guide slide (42), which is displaceably mounted on a cooperating first guide 
10 means (30) and joined to a respective support means (34) in such a way that the 

support means is firstly pivotally mounted relative to the guide slide (42) about 
an axis (40) parallel to the second guide means (36), and secondly is displaceably 
mounted relative to the guide slide (42) in a direction normal to the profile 
surface against which the slide or roller elements (38) of the support means are 
15 intended to be in contact; and 

f) means (48) arranged to tensioneach support means (34) with its slide or roller 
elements (38) against the profile surface. 

1 7. Equipment according to Claim 16, characterized in that, the frame (12) is 

20 arranged to carry a template (64), which has a cam surface"(66) with a profile corre- 
sponding to the peripheral configuration of the piece of material which is to be cut 
out of the material web or the material sheet, the slide (56) or the tool unit (60) 
carried thereon having a portion in the form of a cam follower intended to be in 
contact with the cam surface (66). 

25 

1 8. Equipment according to Claim 17, characterized in that the cam surface (66) of 
the template (64) is formed of diaphragm leaves (70) pivotable in a ring. 

19. Equipment according to Claim 17, characterized in that the cam surfaces of the 
30 template (64) are formed of adjustable, intersecting ruler elements (76,78). 



5DOCID: <WO 9729953A1_I_> 




WO 97/29953 PCT/SE97/00164 

13 

20. Equipment according to one of Claims 16 - 19, characterized in that at least 
of movement of the carriage (32). 

5 21. Equipment according to one of Claims 16-20, characterized in that the support 
means (34) are pivotally and limitedly displaceably mounted on the respective guide 
slide (42) via a pin and slot mechanism (40, 46). 

22. Equipment according to one of Claims 16-21, characterized in that the biasing 
1 0 means (48) consists of a spring element acting between the guide slide (42) and the 

support means (34). 

23. Equipment according to Claim 22, characterized in that the spring element (48) 
is a tensile spring fixed centrally between the guide slide (42 and the support means 

15 (34). 

24. Equipment according to Claim 23, characterized in that the tension in the 
tensile spring element (48) can be adjusted by a means (52) for moving the 
anchoring point (50) of the spring element in the support means (34). 

20 

25. Equipment according to one of Claims 16 - 24, characterized in that the tool 
unit comprises a cutting tool, such as a cutting wheel, a laser knife, a water jet 
nozzle or the like. 

25 26. Equipment according to one of Claims 16 - 25, characterized in that the 
supporting surface and the profile surface are identical. 
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SUBSTITUTE SHEET (RULE 26) 
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